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B Y  K I M B E R L E Y  M O T A

The Honors Student Advisory Committee 
(HSAC), the student arm of the Honors 
Program at LaGuardia Community College, 
is not a club or an honor society.  It is an 
active, student driven collective focused 
on enriching LaGuardia students’ college 
experience through the creation of a 
powerful peer and alumni network.

The question of the 
hour seems to be 
“What is HSAC?” 
Before we can 
answer that we 
must first find out 
about its history. 
In an interview 
conducted with 
founding member 
Rafael Tejada, we 
are offered a glimpse into life before 
HSAC and its impact in the LaGuardia 
community. 

Kimberly Mota: When you were in 
LaGuardia before HSAC, what challenges 
were you facing as a student?

Rafael Tejada: When I first arrived at 
LaGuardia, one of the main challenges 
that I faced, like many of my peers, 
was that I had very little direction and 
I didn’t have a clear picture of where I 
wanted to go. I just knew that I needed 
to move forward with my education. 

B Y  C A R L O S  G A L I N D O

W H AT  I S  H S A C ?

If you spend most of your time in 
LaGuardia Community College (LaGCC) 
studying in the library or the atrium, 
you may have heard about the Honors 
Program and of HSAC. Doesn’t ring a bell? 
Then you have definitely seen someone 
wearing one of those cool red and 
yellow shirts at the many school events 
throughout the year. Those students are 
members of LaGCC’s Honors Student 
Advisory Committee, better known as 
HSAC.  

At first glance you may think HSAC 
is a club or an honors society, but it is 
neither. We pride ourselves on being a 
collective of students like none other on 
campus who are committed to creating 
a community of talented, ambitious 
and highly motivated students who 

seek intellectual challenge and the 
opportunity to serve our communities. 
Members range from a variety of 
backgrounds and majors and volunteer 
time and effort to help our fellow peers. 
This represents one of our strengths: 
a pool of invaluable resources from 
members who share similar passions and 
goals.

During the semester you will find 
HSAC hard at work planning our next 
major project or event. We usually hold 
four to five events throughout the year, 
each taking a great amount collaboration 
from all members. One of our major 
ongoing projects is the Peer Transfer 
Initiative, which provides support for 
students going through the strenuous 
transfer process. In fact, HSAC was 
created under this premise by a group of 
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highly motivated honors students 
seeking to transfer to four year institutions. 
Our large alumni network has gathered 
transfer strategies and resources useful 
for hopeful students, which has laid the 
foundation for current members to be 
able to continue this legacy. This initiative 
has stemmed a number of events that 
have become staples every semester, such 
as the Transfer Workshop and Honors 
Recognition Dinner, each generating a 
large student turnout.

 HSAC prides itself in its commitment 
to civic engagement. Each year we partake 
in at least one service project that brings 
the LaGCC community together. Some of 
our past endeavors include organizing a 
coat drive on campus and teaming up with 
a grassroots organization to help assist 
affected residents in the Rockaways after 
Hurricane Sandy. Members also participate 
in several annual scholarly conventions 
during the year such as The National 

Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC) and 
the Northeast Regional Honors Council 
(NRHC). These opportunities allow 
students to present research work and take 
in the honors environment, as well as gain 
valuable experience in a professional arena.

A common misconception about 
HSAC is that you need a high GPA or be 
registered for honors classes to join. While 
most members do take honors classes, it is 
not a requirement. HSAC is not intended 
to exclusively serve honors students. 
Rather its purpose is to serve as a vehicle 
for a challenging and nurturing learning 
environment for anyone in the LaGCC 
community who seeks it. Students who seek 
these virtues are what HSAC is all about. 
It’s more than academic achievement and 
service; it is a family. From its large alumni 
network (who are always eager to come 
back and share insight into their college 
experiences) to its current members (who 
are always happy to help any student out 
with advising) HSAC has become a lineage 
of amazing people. 

No other student driven organization 
has the privilege to say they have their 
own office space, which we call the Honors 
House (room M-222). You will always 
find a member during anytime of the day 
working hard in events or the transferring 
process. Jonathan Simmonds, a graduating 
member, describes his time with HSAC this 
way:  “I have developed lifetime friendships 
and attained invaluable leadership 
qualities…[I]t has been an experience I will 
remember and cherish for years to come.”

I deeply encourage you to take a visit to 
the Honors House and ask any questions or 
advice concerning your time in LaGuardia. 
While it may be a bit difficult at first to find 
our room, follow these simple directions.
Go to the right, and up the stairs to the 
second floor as soon as you enter the M 
building, you will not regret it!

I leave you with one of the first 
impressions you will get once you enter 
this space, a quote: “Be the change you 
want to see in the world!” We hope to see 
you soon!

     W H AT  I S  H S AC ?  C ON T ’D

In the depths of summer 
this year, HSAC members 
came together to host their 
signature student driven event, 
the summer 2014 transfer 
workshop. They came together 
with a shared goal to stimulate 
their fellow students with an 
understanding of the complex 
transfer application process. 
Even though summer classes 
leave LaGuardia looking like a 

ghost town, the event boasted an 
impressive turnout. The space 
was filled to capacity, with over 
75 students from all backgrounds, 
of all ages and majors. Each was 
in attendance to learn valuable 
lessons from LaGuardia alumni 
as well as graduating students 
who just completed the process.

The transfer workshop 
divided students into five groups, 
each focused on a specific part of 
the transfer process. The essential 
topics covered were: Financial 

Aid, Personal Statements, 
Practical How-To’s, Increasing 
your chances, and Creating a 
College List.  Each group came 
armed with specific knowledge 
and insight into their aspect of the 
process. As many of the attending 
students would soon learn, HSAC 
members and alumni provided a 
wealth of knowledge backed up 
by their own experiences with 
the complex transfer process. 
After each group was finished 
with their presentations, the 
students were encouraged to 
ask questions about the various 
requirements of the process. 

Building upon the work of 
previous committee members, 
this year saw an overhaul and 
redesign of one of the most 
valuable transfer tools available: 
the 2014 Edition of HSAC’s 
Transfer Guide.  This guidebook 
provides readers with an in 
depth look into the various 
pieces of the transfer process, 
and insightful advice on how to 
accomplish them. The guide was 
created by former students who 
wished to share their knowledge 
and experience of the process. 
Students at the event were each 

given a copy to aid them on their 
transfer journey, the tips and 
guidelines within, paving the way 
for their own transfer success. 

Students left the event 
realizing that they have the 
potential to achieve more than 
they ever thought possible. 
No longer were some students 
satisfied with the possibility of 
transferring to a public college.  
Many realized that other 
possibilities exist that would 
allow them to continue their 
education in private institutions, 
both near and far. HSAC’s 2014 
Summer Transfer Workshop 
enlightened many students 
and opened their eyes towards 
real possibilities through 
genuine and reliable advice

HSAC will host its Fall edition 
of the Transfer Workshop on 
Wednesday, October 1st. If you 
are interested in discovering 
your untapped potential to 
transfer to the school of your 
dreams, please send an RSVP to:

honorsprog@gmail.com
Join us for a day of learning, and 
discover your own potential! 

REPORTING FROM THE 
TRANSFER WORKSHOP

B Y  J O S H U A  R O T B E R T



Three of the biggest stigmas 
at LaGuardia are that the 
quality of education is equal 
to that of a high school, the 
professors do not care about the 
students, and that LaGuardia 
tries its best to keep students 
from graduating--all of which 
are certainly not true. I took 
it upon myself to debunk this 
myth for the students coming 
into LaGuardia and my peers 
who continue to believe these 
stigmas.

When students step into 
LaGuardia they immediately 
believe they are not receiving 
the best education; they 
assume professors are not 
equipped to teach, or that they 
will be treated as high school 
students. This is entirely not 
true. Professors at LaGuardia 
are active contributors in 
their field. In fact, obtaining a 
teaching position at LaGuardia 
has become even more 
competitive, so faculty are more 
distinguished than ever before. 
Professors are coming into 
LaGuardia from top tier schools 
and are actually hired on their 
ability to teach the wide range 
of students that attend this 
school. 

Even if you feel that the 
regular classes aren’t on par 
with the level of difficulty 
you’d like, LaGuardia actually 
offers honors classes for those 
who want to take the extra 
step in preparing for a four 
year university. For example, 
Marissa Hernandez, a student 
graduating from LaGuardia in 
Spring 2015, thought that she 
would not receive a college 
education, but when she 
starting taking honors classes 
she was instantly intrigued by 
the smaller classes size and the 

driven individuals around her. 
Through the Honors Program 
she was able to abandon the 
“LaGCC is a high school” myth. 
Overall, the quality of education 
at LaGuardia is not in any way 
like that of a high school class; 
the professors are eager to 
teach and if you are dedicated 
to your studies then you will 
definitely receive a college level 
education. 

This stereotype should be 
approached the same way you 
should treat Ratemyprofessor.
com: don’t believe everything 
you hear or read about your 
professors. The reviews will 
always be extremely biased. 
There will always be the “A” 
student who worked very 
hard with the professor for 
their grade and in turn writes 
an amazing review while the 
other student writes a horrible 
review and slept throughout 
the class. Professors are 
dedicated professionals who 
want their students to succeed.  
More often than not professors 
who challenge their students 
are victims of biased reviews 
with less ratings. Professors all 
have office hours and strongly 
encourage students to stop 
by when they need help from 
because an assignment is 
unclear or simply want to do 
better in the class.  Also, some 
professors push students to 
go to the Writing Center and 
Math Lab which help you with 
homework and essays! Don’t be 
afraid – they care, they just need 
you to as well. 

This has to be the craziest 
one I’ve heard since entering 
LaGuardia. I mean, why 
would I school not want their 

graduation rates to go up? Truth 
be told, I actually believed 
this myth! LaGuardia offers 
so many ways to graduate in 
two years if not less, with our 
semesters split between fall, 
winter, spring, and summer; if 
you really wanted to you could 
take an extra load and get out 
a semester early! Or if you are 
confused on how to take your 
classes (e.g. “which should I not 
take together?” “Will it harm 
my GPA if I take five classes in 
one session?” “Do I need this 
course for my major?”), you can 
always go to the advising office 
in the B building! There are so 
many ways to get help. ASAP, 
for example, provides students 
with mentors and the tools they 
need to finish school within 
two years and succeeding 
after LaGuardia. Johnny Ivan, 
a freshman for Fall 2014, has 
taken the initiative of joining 
ASAP. to help him with settling 
in at school. HSAC., the student 
arm of the Honors Program, 
also helps students with their 
transfer process. H.S.A.C.’s 

most recent Transfer workshop 
actually took students step 
by step on the many kinks of 
transferring from a community 
college to a four-year college. 
Many programs in LaGuardia 
guide you through each step 
whether it be what to do 
while you are at this school 
or how to transfer into a 
private university.  LaGuardia 
definitely tries its best to keep 
you moving forward.

Regardless of what myth you 
have heard about LaGuardia, I 
encourage incoming students 
and students well into this 
school to take the time to give 
the school a fighting chance! 
We are all here to enrich our 
education, and LaGuardia is 
just trying to help us succeed 
in our goals. Don’t hesitate to 
join HSAC for help with your 
transferring process, ASAP for 
mentoring and career options, 
or look for help at the Writing 
Center and API that will give 
you the resources to excel 
at LaGuardia. Remember to 
debunk the myths!

B Y  J A C Q U E L I N E  V E L I Z

D E B U N K I N G  M Y T H S  AT  L A G U A R D I A

MYTH #2 
PROFESSORS DON’T CARE 
ABOUT THEIR STUDENTS

MYTH #3 
LAGUARDIA DOES NOT 

WANT THEIR STUDENTS TO 
GRADUATE

MYTH #1 
THE QUALITY OF THE 

EDUCATION IS SUBSTANDARD

SHAFIR’S 坁喾 SUDOKU



KM: What inspired the idea of HSAC?

RT: [Director of HSAC] Dr. Karlyn Koh 
had just started meeting with a group of 
honors students, and what she wanted 
to do was help them create a sense of 
community within the honors program. 
So the beginning of HSAC was more of a 
push to create some type of network, and 
to have a place of support for the honors 
students and to let that initiative be led 
by students.

KM: HSAC is not a club, but a student-
run organization (SRO). Can you explain 
exactly what that means?

RT: By HSAC not being a club it means 
we are not a group of students that 
is supported by the department of 
student life, we don’t have a budget 
from student life, and we don’t depend 
on their money. We are the student 
arm of the honors program, the honors 
program being its own entity within 
LaGuardia Community College. HSAC 
is just basically a committee made up of 
students that is in charge of helping build 
a community within the community

KM: Did you feel that HSAC would make 
a greater impact as a SRO rather than a 
club?

RT: Yes. One of the main things that 
we try to avoid is the idea of people 
joining HSAC simply for social reasons. 
Yes, our mission is to create a network 
and to build a community and that 
in itself is a social reason, but HSAC 

members do not join HSAC in order to 
hangout. The purpose is more service 
oriented; it’s less individualistic, which 
is one of the reasons why we don’t 
have elected positions.  People who 
commit to HSAC voluntarily do so and 
they are committing to servicing their 
community. 

KM: How has HSAC evolved since it first 
started in 2011?

RT: HSAC has evolved in the sense that 
our mission of transfer has become 
something that describes and represents 
us on campus and the larger LaGuardia 
community.  It has come to the point 
where we are not just offering this 
information because we have it, but 
[because] it has turned more into a 
responsibility. You can think about it 
this way: our first transfer workshop was 
about 10 students; now when we hold a 
transfer workshop we have an average of 
about 50-60 students. The evolution has 
turned into something where we know 
we do this by choice, to provide this kind 
of information. 

KM: Why do you think students join 
HSAC? Why do you think students should 
join?

RT:  I think students join HSAC for 
various reasons. One is an obvious 
reason: you want to be a part of 
something larger. You want to find 
community wherever you are, a place 
where you’re welcome and feel listened 
to. Any student that walks into honors 

house and talks to us gets that sense 
of community and it brings in a lot of 
people. When HSAC members realize 
their job is actually very crucial and that 
students will benefit greatly from it, they 
understand that they can literally change 
a person’s experience by the work that 
they do here. Not only does that bring 
you here, but it keeps you here. Students 
should experience service as a part of 
their education. Service enriches your 
education when you’re able to give back 
as you learn something. You are learning 
tools that are going to help you and you 
want to pay them forward because you 
already see the value in them. 

KM: What is something important that 
you have learned from your own journey 
that you feel others need to know?

RT: You don’t do this alone. It’s probably 
one of the most important lessons I’ve 
learned in my academic journey. Until 
you are willing to admit to not being able 
to do this by yourself 100%, you’re going 
to struggle and success is just going to 
take longer. Once you’re able to admit 
that you need help that’s when your 
mind opens up and you’re able to learn 
more and move forward because you’re 
getting support, and I learned that here 
at the honors program. Not only do they 
have great advisors like Dr. Koh and Dr. 
Chaffee who turn into mentors for a lot 
of us but you also have many peers that 
are going through this side by side.
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